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KEYNOTE SPEACH 


LEARNING TO LIVE WITH FIRE: HOW WILDFIRE IS CHANGING ALONG WITH OUR CLIMATE AND THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF FOREST EDUCATORS IN WILDFIRE PReVENTION

Keynote speaker:
Edward Olson MSc - German Forest Protection Society (SDW)

Fire is not per-se "bad". Its presence in our landscapes is in fact as old as human history. However, in light of a rapidly changing climate, the frequency and intensity of wildfire poses challenges to maintaining stable forest ecosystems and protecting human life and property. In order to communicate these risks, an understanding of the state of wildfire regionally and globally is necessary. Modern wildfire suppresion techniques have reached their limits in some regions causing a focus on adaptive forest management to mitigate damaging wildfire, yet public education plays an essential roll that is often underestimated. What firefighters and foresters cannot achive alone demonstrates the need for forest educators to communicate risks and our responsibility to prevent wildfires. The presentation will discuss fire ecology, the state of wildfire worldwide with emphasis on Europe and North America, modern suppression and prevention techniques and then the role that forest educators play in protecting valuable forest ecosystems. 



Edward Olson holds a MSc. in International Forestry and Forest Ecology and worked several years in the USA as a wildland firefighter. While studing, he researched and published on the topic of fire hazard in managed German forests. He now leads the Treeplanting and Forest Project Team at the German Forest Protection Society (SDW) and freelances as a wildfire consultant.
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