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18 EUROPEAN FOREST PEDAGOGICS CONGRESS

KEYNOTE SPEACH 

RESILIENT FOREST LANDSCAPES – A CHALLENGE FOR EXPERTS AND SOCIETY

Keynote speaker:
ASSOC. PROF.GEORGI KOSTOV PH D – University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria
Climate change and its impacts on society are the subject of many sectoral analyses. Looking at them in a complex way allows finding innovative solutions to reduce and mitigate the risks to people. The practical implementation of such solutions requires the integration of knowledge and management at the landscape level. Ecosystem services from forest landscapes can be sustainably ensured through their integrated management aiming to improving their resilience. The first results of the project Fire-Res under EU Horizon 2020 program show the need to involve local communities to make a transition from traditional (sectoral) management to an integrated one to reduce the risk of extreme wildfires


Assoc. Prof. Georgi Kostov was born in 1959. In 1988, he obtained a PhD in forestry. From 1997 to 2024 he was Head of the Forestry Faculty at the University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria.
[bookmark: _Hlk173913811]In the period 2009-2011 and from 2014 to 2017 Prof. Georgi Kostov was appointed as Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry.
In the period 2011-2012, he was the Chairman of the Agricultural Academy.

Prof. Georgi Kostov specialized in Forest Resources and Air Pollution at IIASA, Austria, Forest Resources and Climate Change at the College of Forestry in Sweden and Multifunctional Forest Planning at ETH, Switzerland. In 2010 he specialized in Forest Policy at the University of Oregon (Corvallis, USA) and in 2011 in National Forest Management in Wisconsin, USA. 

Expert in forest management and forest resources. 
Leader and participant in more than 30 scientific and research projects.
Author of more than 50 publications.
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