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18 EUROPEAN FOREST PEDAGOGICS CONGRESS

KEYNOTE SPEACH 


EXPLORING THE PERSPECTIVES AND CHALLENGES OF FOREST SCHOOL TEACHERS' TRAINERS IN DEVELOPING FOREST PEDAGOGY APPROACHES FOR CLIMATE CHANGE EDUCATION

Keynote speaker:
Ms. Moriya Netzer, PhD student at the School of Eenvironmental Sciences  - University of Haifa

This presentation examines the potential of forest schools to foster climate change understanding and action despite its rarity in current curricula. A study of 43 forest school teacher trainers from 14 countries reveals reluctance to include climate change topics due to social and practical reasons. Advocates highlight the duty to future generations and educational benefits. Strategies for integrating climate change education will be discussed, emphasizing the advantages of outdoor learning and forest school pedagogy.

[bookmark: _Hlk174103981][bookmark: _Hlk174104133]Ms. Moriya Netzer, PhD student at the School of Environmental Sciences University of Haifa
Ms. Netzer holds a Bachelor's degree in Biology and a Master's degree in Environmental Education, with a thesis focused on teacher burnout and long-term environmental education programs. Currently, she is a PhD student at the School of Social Sciences at Haifa University. Her research investigates the social-environmental basis for the proliferation of forest kindergartens in the context of adaptation to climate change. It explores attitudes towards forest kindergartens from the perspectives of parents, forest school teacher trainers, and policymakers. The work addresses social and practical challenges and offers strategies for fostering environmental stewardship through forest schools.
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