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18 EUROPEAN FOREST PEDAGOGICS CONGRESS

SMALL DISCUSSION GROUP  № 1

Who/what is a forest pedagogue? (methods, quality standards, evaluation, …)

Leaders of the small discussion group:

Dirk Schmechel, Head of FCN Subgroup Forest Pedagogics and Head of Department Knowledge-transfer at LWF, Bavaria
Ulrike Schuth, Member of FCN Subgroup Forest Pedagogics and Head of Division of Education at SDW
[bookmark: _GoBack]"In our "discussion group" we will reflect together about the main objectives and the crucial messages forestpedagogy is focussing on. Based on a common understanding, we will go on and discuss about the level and scope of ESD (education for sustainable development) the participants integrate into their Forestpedagogy-offers.
Finally, we will try to agree on qualification and personal competences a forestpedagogue must have (Who is a Forestpedagogue? And how is he/she acting in educational settings ?)  

--------------------------------  
Dirk Schmechel, Head of FCN Subgroup Forest Pedagogics and Head of Department Knowledge-transfer at LWF, Bavaria
Forestry diploma University Munich
Since 1990 as forester in State Forest Administration and responsible for development and expansion of forest education in Bavaria; concepts of forest experience centers; develoment of Forestpedagogy-certification-system; training and further education of Forestpedagogues; networking with other ESD actors, various publications
He has been Head of Forest Enterprise Munich, then Deputry Head of Department Forestpedagogy at Forest Ministry of Bavaria and Since 2012 Head of department “Knowledge Transfer and Forestpedagogy” at the Bavarian State Institute for Forestry and Forestry (LWF).
Member of the FCN subgroup Forestpedagogy since 2006 and coordinator of this network since 2010.
Born in 1961, married to Sibylle (educator and state-certified forest educator) 3 sons, grandfather since 2023

Ulrike Schuth, Member of FCN Subgroup Forest Pedagogics and Head of Division of Education at SDW
She has a Master's degree in Pedagogy and Environmental Science. 
Ulrike began her university education with a diploma in architecture and urban planning and her thesis "Montessori school centre in timber construction". After this she worked as an architect. She moved to the position of research assistant at the University of Bonn, where she was in charge of a development education project entitled "Stability Pact Afghanistan". 
At the Educational organisation for peace work in Bonn she worked as a part-time lecturer for Spanish as a foreign language. Since 2015, she has been working as an education expert at the SDW and now she is head of the education department.
In 2021, she began teaching environmental education at University of Freiburg in the master's programme environmental sciences. She has international experience and cultural expertise e.g. from stays in Venezuela, Bolivia and Brazil, among others. 
She is a family person, mother of two children, a hobby beekeeper and loves being in nature.
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