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18 EUROPEAN FOREST PEDAGOGICS CONGRESS


SMALL DISCUSSION GROUP № 5

Naturally regenerated forests with lower risk of abiotic and biotic damages versus artificial plantations – effective communication approaches

Leader of the small discussion group:

Andreana Trifonova - Rewilding Rhodopes Foundation.
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Sometimes, not very rarely, people associate forestry with afforestation and reforestation and often “blame” foresters that they don’t plant trees as widely as they did before. The large-scale afforestation efforts that have been conducted in the middle of 20th century and has been extremely visible for the public is probably the main reason for that kind of thinking. These newly established forested areas, developed mostly with Scots and Black pine species, have been very important in terms of combating erosion and flooding, as well as in improving the peri-urban natural environment. But now, when the climate becomes a little harsher to these forests, they begin to weaken, suffer and are attacked by various pests. Do we need to communicate with the public the benefits of natural forests versus artificially created? Do we have effective approaches for that? What the most successful ways could be? The workshop will allow us to think further about these questions and will offer some effective communication approaches at the end. 



Andreana Trifonova is working as an Executive Director of Rewilding Rhodopes foundation. She has extensive nature education experience and is a forest pedagogue for more than 7 years. She feels excited while working not only with the children but also with the general public in the forest and nature. She believes that involving and educating young people about the natural processes and the natural environment is one of the most meaningful activities that professionals are able to offer.    
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