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SMALL DISCUSSION GROUP № 6

Forest shelterbelts as possible element for establishing of green corridors to protect the biodiversity. Searching of social support through effective communication and transferring of knowledge to general audience. How to increase the interest of the society to maintain the existing forest shelterbelts?

Leader of the small discussion group:

Radoslav Radev - Balchik State Hunting Enterprise, North-East State Company
The forest shelterbelt system on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria was created in the 50s of the last century, in order to establish protection against the wind erosion and with the aim to improve the conditions for successful agriculture.
It has been proved that the agricultural areas protected by forest shelterbelts increase crop harvest by 15-35%; the erosion is minimized; dust particles are decreased, and air pollution is lowered by 2 to 4 times.
These economic benefits are evaluative and well known to the public, but one of the most important benefits of the forest shelterbelt system is that it creates conditions for restoration and maintaining of the region’s biodiversity. There are huge territories, where the forest shelterbelts are the only places, suitable for animal habitation and breeding. In addition, it is exceptionally important that these shelterbelts provide intermittent green corridors linking distant forest areas. The specific microclimate of the forest shelterbelts, similar to that of a big forest, creates conditions for increasing of plant species diversity.
Global climate change, with the temperature rise and precipitation decrease, as well as the condition of forest shelterbelts with decline of many of the main tree species, have led to intensified withering process. 
The main question that the working group will focus its attention on is which are the main target groups that should be addressed and how to address them in order to find ways for improving the state of forest shelterbelts.

Dilp. eng. Radoslav Radev is a Deputy Director of the Balchik State Hunting Enterprise. 
He acquired Master’s Degree in Forestry in 1997, at University of Forestry – Sofia. From 1998 till 1999 he worked as an IT expert at Forest Seed Control Station – Sofia. From 1999 till 2018 he worked as a wildlife manager at Balchik State Hunting Enterprise, and in 2018 he was assigned as a Deputy Director there. 
For three years, from 2011 till 2014 he worked as an Expert in the Forestry Measures under LIFE+ Project (LIFE09 NAT/BG/000229). 
Since 2020 he has been working as an expert on LIFE18NAT/BG/001051-LIFE for eagle’s habitat.
Since 2023 Radoslav Radev has been working as an expert on LIFE19NAT/BG/001133-LIFE IASHAP.
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