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SMALL DISCUSSION GROUP № 7

How to explain the need of sylvicultural activities aiming to reduce the negative impact of climate change on forest ecosystems and regain the social trust.

Leader of the small discussion group:

Elena Rafailova PhD - Executive Forest Agency.

It is beyond doubt that we all benefit a lot from our forests. From producing the oxygen we breathe to offering lumber resources, we simply could not survive without them. In recent decades, the topic of sustainable forest management, which is managing forests in a way that will maintain them healthy while keeping their ability to provide resources for local communities and society as a whole for generations to come, has been increasingly discussed. Everybody - forestry professionals and the community are united around this concept. At the same time, as a result of climate change, catastrophic phenomena are being observed more and more often - extreme fires, floods, windstorms and their consequences. After these phenomena, discussions about forest management begin and whether it is the cause of the magnitude of the damages. Then society usually turns against forestry professionals and they can be perceived as "enemies" of nature. This puts communication with the public at the fore. Which strategy is more effective - to defend or to educate?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Elena Rafailova PhD (she/her/hers) is a chief expert in Forestry Directorate, Executive Forest Agency. She completed her master degree at the University of Forestry with specialty in Ecology and Environmental Protection. The topic of her PhD thesis is “The impact of sylvicultural activities on the hydrological characteristics of mixed coniferous forests”. Her professional interests are in protected areas, forest hydrology, climate change and ecosystem services.
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